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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



December, 



Brave the soldier is, I grant, and worthy of applause; 

But there's other bravery than on the battlefield. 
Brave is he who stands by what he deems a righteous cause, 

And, in spite of jeers, abuse and slander, will not yield. 

Higher than your prejudice, your passion, or your greed, 
Higher than your savage lust for conquest or for war, 

Higher than your petty standards and your narrow creed, 
Stands the precious law of love, supreme forevermore. 

Christ or C»sar ? God or Mammon ? Which one shall it be ? 
Greed and murder, hate and conquest, or the Lord's com- 
mand? 
Ancient lies that bound us, or the truth that makes us free ? 
Underneath which flag, my brother, will you take your 

stand? ■ » ■ - 

Coming Days. 

1!Y KDWIN ARNOLD BRENHOI.TZ. 
"Else, O days, from your fathomless deeps, till you loftier, fiercer 
sweep."— Whitman. 

Rise, O days, from your fathomless deeps, till you loftier, 

fiercer sweep! 
Rise, O days of the past, from your graves in the depth of 

oblivion deep! 
Rise, O days yet to be, and ascend; ascend in the sight of 

mankind 
Till the pulse of your power shall thrill — ecstatic'ly thrill us, 

so blind, 
With the vision of peoples released from the thraldom of 

Greed and of Fear, 
With millennium days. Oh, rejoice when the Justice of Man 

shall appear! 

Rise, O days, from your fathomless deeps, till you loftier, 

fiercer sweep ! 
Rise, O days, till you sweep from our sight present days when 

the weak must weep, 
Present days of delirious joys — joys built on the woes of the 

race ; 
Sweep, in your God-sent fierceness, sweep! and blot out all 

these signs of disgrace; 
These indelible stains of the poor and the sick unrelieved! 

Oh, haste ! 
Haste, ye days of the Justice of Man, and give us of heaven 

foretaste. 

Mine eyes have seen the rising of the days of vengeance, dread, 
When the stroke of the avenger falls, and dead are piled on 

dead — 
And earth is made a charnel house, as now 'tis house of woe. 
(E'en though the dancers laugh and sing, they are aware 

'tis so.) 

Stern Death is hast'ning on! 

Mine eyes have seen the hast'ning of the Great Destroyer, 

grim, 
Who '11 overturn War's chalice, which is filled beyond the brim, 
And drown the world that takes the sword in blood which 

they have spilt, 
And add the bitterness of tears shed for a nation's guilt. 
Lo, life's advancing now! 

Mine eyes have seen th' advancing of a new and God-like race 
To soon supplant the one that now knows not Love's peaceful 

face; 
A race of men and women strong to right the wrongs of all, 
And rev'rently to bow the head; advance where Truth may 



call: 



Lo, God is with men then! 



The Dangers of Patriotism. 

BY X. A. P. 

Much as patriotism has been talked about, shouted 
about and bled over, it has, curiously enough, received 
almost no serious study. Few people, in the face of the 
tirade of abuse raised against any one venturing to 
question its supreme virtuousness and right to command, 
have had the courage to make, and attach their names 
to, a critical examination of its nature and worth. Most 
of the monographs on the subject have been of a com- 
promising character, where they have not been mere 
laudatory rhetoric. Exceptions have certainly existed ; 
but the few opponents of patriotism as ordinarily under- 
stood have for the most part stopped short of anything 
like a critical study, and have satisfied themselves with 
simple denunciation. Even Tolstoy, whose total rejec- 
tion of patriotism as essentially and always an evil is 
well known, does not seem to have gone deeply into the 
nature of the subject, but has taken the immense mis- 
chiefs resulting from current patriotism as sufficient evi- 
dence that what is commonly called by that name is all 
that is possible in the way of patriotism. 

•' Patriotism and Ethics," * by John George Godard, 
just published in London by Grant Richards, meets, 
therefore, a real need. It is one of the works which 
has been brought into existence by the South African 
War. But it treats of the war only incidentally, by way 
of illustration. It is an examination of the whole sub- 
ject of patriotism, both theoretically and practically, 
from the point of view of current ethics. The author's 
aim seems to be to bring about such transformation in 
opinion as to the character of patriotism as will here- 
after prevent a repetition of a great number of wrongs 
which have heretofore been wrought in its name. He 
states his case fairly, and does not misrepresent the posi- 
tions which he criticises. His treatment is vigorous, 
thorough and practically exhaustive, except that in his 
final chapter on "The Higher Ideal" he seems to fail to 
reach the truest and most satisfactory conclusion as to 
the final disposition which is to be made of patriotism. 

As a definition of patriotism he accepts "love of 
country" or "pride of nationality" (not at all synony- 
mous terms) as simplest and least liable to objection. 
A simpler and truer phrasing would be " natural attach- 
ment to country." The sentiment in itself as sentiment 
is, in his view, neither virtuous nor vicious, that is, has 
no moral character. Its character depends entirely upon 
the way in which it is used. This fundamental estimate 
he does not quite retain at the last, but seems to reach 
the conclusion that the sentiment is only capable of 
resulting in viciousness, whereas he ought to have seen 
that a sentiment which is not intrinsically bad is capable 
of serving as a basis for good. 

In the chapter on "Patriotism and the Down Grade" 
Mr. Godard points out how its exclusiveness, which he 
considers " of the essence of the sentiment," starts pa- 
triotism on the down grade. It " erects barriers between 
different sections of the great human family, and estab- 
lishes a kind of national caste. Considered in regard to 
the world as a whole, it is anti-social. It introduces a 

♦Patriotism and Ethics. By John George Godard. London: Grant 
Richards. 12mo, cloth. 373 pages. 



